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church building at 3474 

Stiles road for at least a 

year. I served here 23 years; 

my presence would be in the 

way of a new pastor getting 

established. I hope, really 

hope, that some of you will 

come to see me from time to 

time. I will be back in 

Syracuse on a fairly regular 

basis (still playing golf with 

Dad, football season tickets, 

leadership summit, etc.) so 

we will no doubt run into 

each other from time to 

time, I welcome these 

encounters as well.  

3. I would recommend 

never using any of the 

following phrases:  

Á Pastor BJ always . . .  

Á I remember when 

Pastor BJ would . . .  

Á BJ would allow us . . .  

Á Oops I forgot to tell 

you about . . .  

I think you get the idea.  

If you want to honor me, 

get behind your new pastor 

and encourage, support, and 
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Sunday Worship  

9:00 &10:45 am, 6:30 pm 

 

Sunday School  

9:00 & 10:45 am 

Parting Thoughts  

A message from Rev. Dr. B. J. Norrix, Senior Pastor  

work with her as you did 

with me. Building on the 

foundation we have put 

together these past 23 

years is what would make 

me most happy. The sooner 

you get on with doing that 

the better it will be for 

Christ Community and, 

more importantly, the 

ministry to which God has 

called us.  

I have been privileged to 

journey with the Christ 

Community family for 23 

years and a month. 

23/30ths of my ministry 

(76%) has been invested in 

our lives together. I have 

preached over 1000 

sermons, baptized over 250 

children, youth and adults, 

received 563 members, 

married over 125 couples 

and presided at over nearly 

200 funerals. We have 

found Jesus, grown in 

Christ, gone out in mission 

and tried to make a 

difference.  

Three final bits of 

advice: 

1. No Secrets ð donõt 

keep important information 

from your pastor, she will 

need to be up to speed and 

up to date on all that 

matters.  

2. No Surprises ð be 

s u r e  t o  k e e p  a l l 

communication lines open 

and beware of òwhat weõve 

always done beforeó 

Surprises. These donõt help 

a new pastor.  

Continued on page 2  

Writing thank youõs 

would take too long and 

there is not enough space in 

one issue of the Close Up to 

cover everyone. I am 

grateful to all of you, to all 

who have served in 

leadership, to all who have 

been the charging Christian 

soldiers, to all of my prayer 

partners, all of the staff I 

have had the privilege to 

work with, and to all of you 

have shared any part of this 

journey with me as Senior 

Pastor of the Christ 

C o m m u n i t y  U n i t e d 

Methodist Church: THANK 

YOU.  

As of July 1, 2011 you 

will have a new pastor, Rev. 

Adrienne Phillips. Christ 

Community is blessed to 

have her and I am confident 

that the work we have begun 

will continue with excellence 

under her leadership.  

Here are some things 

that will help the transition:  

1. After July 1, please do 

not call me for pastoral 

services. I will not be 

available for weddings, 

funerals, baptisms, bar 

mitzvahs or the like. These 

are now the ministry of your 

new pastor. My hope is that 

our friendships will continue 

and, schedule permitting; I 

will be privileged to be a 

guest at some of your family 

gatherings in the future. 

When in need your first call 

should be to Rev. Phillips.  

2. For transitions sake, I 

do not plan to be in the 
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Pastor BJõs Message conõt. 
 

3. No subversion ð nothing you do 

will make things return to what they 

once were. Christ Communityõs energy 

is now moving forward, under new 

leadership, to discover and engage in 

whatever ministry Jesus Christ has for 

you. Undermining the new leadership 

simply hinders the cause of Christ.  

I love you all and will deeply miss 

the time we have had together. My love 

for you does not end with my new 

address and appointment. However, 

how I engage that love and express it 

does change. 

 

To reach me:  

bjnorrix@aol.com 

 

Rev. Dr. B.J. Norrix  

350 Saratoga Road 

Amherst, NY 14226  

 

And now, may the peace of God, the 

love of Christ and the Fellowship we 

share together in the Holy Spirit go 

with you and be with you now and for 

ever. 

Energy Conservation Ongoing at the Church  
Joe Frega 

Have you noticed the changes in 

The Sanctuary, or perhaps in the 

vestibule by the nursery?  

The skylights have been removed 

from the roof in the sanctuary, and 

the entire roof in that part of the 

building has been upgraded and 

replaced. There is a new ceiling in 

the vestibule, with a new low energy 

use light fixture on its way. Each of 

these steps are being taken to 

continue our efforts to improve the 

energy efficiency of the building. 

Over the last 3 years the Trustees 

have been able to substantially lower 

the amount we need to budget for 

utilities each year. Help us to be good 

stewards of the earth as well as Godõs 

House, turn off lights when you are 

not using a room, and reset the 

thermostat when you leave if you 

changed it for your comfort.  

Rev. Karen Bellimer & Rev. Dr. B.J. Norrix 

Education Celebration 2010 
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Thank you does not nearly express how 

much we appreciated the prayers, kind 

words, cards...not to mention the loving 

luncheon held by F.I.S.H.  When my 

mom, Edna Bartlett, went to be with the 

Lord this past month, you held us up in 

so many ways.   

 

We love you all,  

 Karen Frega (and Joe and Laurel, too) 

Angelfood Ministries is a nationwide, non -

profit, volunteer food co -op. They buy huge 

quantities of food so their prices are low!  

 

Blessings by the box  

 

Angel Food is available in a quantity 

that can fit into a medium -sized box 

at about $30 per box. Each month's 

menu is different than the previous 

month and consists of both fresh and 

frozen items with an average retail 

va lue of  approximate ly $60. 

Comparison shopping has been done 

across the country in various 

communities using a wide range of 

retail grocery stores and has resulted in the same 

food items costing from between $42 and $78.  

 

Generally, one box of food assists in feeding a 

family of four for about one week or a single senior 

citizen for almost a month. The food is all the same 

high quality one could purchase at a grocery store. 

There are no second-hand items, no damaged or out -

dated goods, no dented cans without labels, no day -

old breads and no produce that is almost too ripe.  

 

Also offered are specialty boxes such as 

steaks, chicken and pork. Many 

participants in this bonus program 

appreciate the expanded choices. 

Additionally, there is no limit to the 

number of boxes or bonus foods an 

individual can receive, and there are no 

applications to complete or qualifications 

to which participants must adhere. Angel 

Food Ministries also participates in the 

U.S. Food Stamp program.  

 

Order forms and the current monthõs menu can 

be found on the Womenõs Ministry Table in 

Fellowship Hall. For more information visit the  

 AngleFood website: 

www.AngelFoodMinistries.com  

There are no qualifications, 

minimums, income 

restrictions, or applications. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to 

participate.  Some churches 

even encourage participants 

to apply the money they 

saved to help someone else 

in need. 

Senior High  

Pancake Breakfast  

Saturday, July 9, 2011  

8:00 to 10:00 am  

Only $5!  

 

 

 

 

Applebees 

Route 31, Liverpool  
See Betty Jo Flask  

or Brent Bowden for tickets.  
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I am looking for 

young musicians (High 

School or Middle School) 

to join a worship team 

that would work toward 

providing worship music 

whenever we have something 

ready to present. I would like 

guitar players.... or students 

who would like to learn guitar, 

and/or other instrumentalists 

who would like to play, also 

vocalists.  

I am focusing on not starting 

until the Fall, but if I get 

enough interest and there are 

people available, we might 

start this Summer. If you are 

Musical Notes  
Denise Weeks -Bush,  Associate Music Director  

2011 concert schedule for the Baldwinsville Community Band 
 
All concerts are Wednesdays at 7:00 PM unless otherwise noted: 

 

June 8 Baldwinsville Public Library 

June 12 (Sunday)  Flag Day, Liverpool Elks Club, 12noon 

June 15 O'Brien Road Apartments 

June 22 Radisson (Lake Oberon) 

June 29 Plainville Church 

July 6 Conifer Village 

July 13 Syracuse Home Association 

July 16 (Saturday) Lake George Community Band Festival, 

11:50AM 

July 20 St. Mary's Apartments 

July 27 Park Terrace Senior Residence (Radisson) 

Aug 3 McHarrie Towne 

Aug 10 St. Mary's Church 

Aug 17 Radisson with Fulton Community Band 

Aug 18 Thursday) Fulton Band at Bullhead Point, Fulton 7PM 

Aug 20 (Saturday) Fulton Band Festival, time TBA 

Aug 24 Baldwinsville First Methodist 

 
For more information go to www.bvillecommunityband.org 

On Another Note...  
 

I am working with an immigrant 

family who would like a computer 

that can handle the internet.  

 

They could also use clothes for a  

6-month old boy, shoes for an  

almost 3-yr old girl (size 9 

or 10 toddler) and 

shoes in size 1 or 2 

girl's. 

 

See Denise Weeks-Bush if you can 

help with any of these things.  

 

You have already been very      

generous and they are very   

thankful to the CCUMC family for 

the TV/DVD combo that was given 

to them.  

interested, or know 

someone who might be 

interested,   you can 

either talk to me at 

church or email me. 

E m a i l  m e  a t 

dweeks1247@yahoo.com. Or 

you can leave a note in my 

church mailbox in the office.  

We are also interested in 

hearing from older students or 

post-student guitar players, 

drummers and vocalists. Talk 

to either Phill Sterling or 

myself and weõll see where 

your interests lay so we can get 

you plugged into one of our 

music ministries.  

CCUMC Music Director & Baldwinsville  
Community Band Leader, Phill Sterling  

http://www.bvillecommunityband.org/
mailto:dweeks1247@yahoo.com
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Menõs Ministry Serves Up the Chicken, 
to serve up even more chicken.  
Joe Frega 

The annual CCUMC Menõs 

Ministry Chicken Barbeque was a 

rousing success thanks to over 40 

volunteers who took time out of their 

busy schedules to help cook, clean and 

serve about 300 meals.  

The proceeds from this years event 

were dedicated to funding the June 11 

Going Away Picnic for Pastor BJ. 

Menõs Ministry provided barbeque 

chicken, and salt potatoes, as well as 

beverages and paper products for the 

event.  

Thanks so very much to all those 

who helped make this possible. With all the wonderful members of our 

church family that volunteer to make this event possible, perhaps we 

should call it the CCUMC Family  Ministry Chicken Barbeque?  

Friday, September 16 from 6:30 to 8:15 

pm. Come to have a simple dinner of soup 

and bread and listen to Pauline Cecere 

talk about the practice of mindfulness and 

meditation to attain inner peace and 

stability, even in the midst of difficult 

times. Mindfulness training evokes a 

moment to moment awareness allowing us 

to see our lives more clearly, accept reality 

and make conscious and appropriate 

decisions in response to what arises. A 

free will offering will be taken to cover the 

honorarium for the speaker.  

Pauline Cecere, LCSW is a 

psychotherapist in private practice in 

Cazenovia, an artist and former yoga 

instructor. She is on the clinical faculty of the Department of Medicine at SUNY 

Medical University. Ms. Cecere has practiced meditation for several years and has 

taught Mindful Living and Stress reduction for over a decade. She continues to be 

both grateful for, and amazed at the tremendous rewards of mindfulness in daily life.  

Womenõs Ministry to Host òSimply Stressedó  

Learn about Mindfulness & Meditation  
Randa Greer  

Randa Greer and friends at Simply AngelFood in May 
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 ̈
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Thank You from Childrenõs Ministries!  

Julie Valeski, Director of Christian Education 

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 ̈

 

Nathan Cronk, Sue Rayo & Tiffany Rozelle 
Rocking the Routine! 

 

&2/- !$5,4 -).)342)%3 
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