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better part of a year. This 

journey has been marked by 

Jesus teaching and healing 

and it has been punctuated 

by the followersõ confusion 

about the true nature and 

intent of their leader. Their 

confusion is infused with 

political and military 

overtones. The end of the 

journey in Jerusalem is 

supposed to be the 

culmination the final 

òtaking back what is truly 

oursó. Jesus the òWhite 

Knightó on his noble war 

horse will ride into the city 

and set it free. Palm 

Sunday, Jesus eschews the 

military symbol of a war 
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òEight Daysó 

A message from Rev. Dr. B. J. Norrix, Senior Pastor  

horse for the symbol of 

peace: a donkey. He rides, 

not to conquer, but to claim 

in peace what is already 

his.  

Spy Wednesday: The 

betrayal. Judas sells Jesus 

for 30 silver pieces. How 

often in my own journey of 

compromise do I sell out 

Jesus? What is my price: a 

bit of pride, a stolen 

pleasure, some political or 

economic advancement? 

  

Continued on page 2  

Eight days make up the 

hinge of time and eternity. 

Eight days are the pivotal 

story of love, grace, salvation 

and the endless possibilities 

of new life. Eight days we 

call òHoly Week.ó It is a 

ceremonial journey of 

remembrance of historical 

events lived by real people, 

experienced in a real place, 

and transpired in real time. 

We take eight days because 

it took eight days.  

Palm Sunday (April 17):  

The beginning of the end. 

Jesus and his followers (120? 

500? 12?) have been on the 

road to Jerusalem for the 

òGreetingsó 
A message from Rev. Adrienne Phillips (our new pastor on July 1, 2011) 

I bring you 

greetings in the 

Name of Our Lord 

and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Please 

allow me to share a 

brief word as I 

prepare to come to 

you as your new 

pastor.  

Currently, I am the pastor 

of the West Avenue United 

Methodist Church in 

Rochester, New York.  This 

church sits on a unique 

triangle of property in 

southwest Rochester, with 

many in the community 

referring to it as òthe church 

at the point.ó  We, at 

West Ave. UMC, refer 

to it as òThe church  

at the point between 

hope and despair,ó 

where we strive to let 

the light and love of 

Jesus shine forth as a 

beacon of hope in the 

community.  

While serving West 

Avenue, the Lord gave me a 

very specific task: to 

reconnect the church with 

t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g 

c o m m u n i t y .   T h u s , 

m iss iona l  communi ty 

ministries have been a part 

of my focus these seven 

years.  In addition, my 

ministry has centered upon 

p re a ch i n g ,  t e a c h i n g , 

pastoral care,  community 

involvement, as well as 

forming partnerships with 

suburban churches. Upon 

invi tat ion of Bishop 

Matthews, I am also serving 

o n  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e 

Leadership Team for the 

Upper New York Annual 

Conference. 

A servant of God, I 

unabashedly proclaim that 

my steps are, indeed, 

ordered by God!  

Continued on page 2  
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Pastor BJõs message continued 

from page 1  

Holy Thursday: 

a symbolic farewell 

and remembrance. 

Jesus takes the 

symbols of the 

Passove r  mea l 

( s y m b o l s  a n d 

r e m i n d e r s  o f 

deliverance from 

s l a v e r y )  a n d 

transforms them into symbols of his 

newly established covenant with us; 

a covenant established through the 

offering of his life for the world. The 

details of the night: arrest, trial, 

a n d  a b u s e ,  a l l  h a p p e n , 

appropriately enough, under the 

cover of darkness (real and 

spiritual).  

Good Friday: the darkest day is 

necessary for the brightest new 

beginning. It is a day of horror, of 

pain, of earth shaking (quaking), of 

barriers being torn, of a body being 

broken, of a single tear drop, of 

death. Godõs Friday: a final offering 

so profound, so majestic, and so 

unthinkable that Christians have a 

multitude of understandings of 

what was really accomplished. It is 

victory, it is atonement, it is 

sacrifice, and it is more. Jesus is 

dead and buried.  

Friday is that bleakest of days. 

It is easy for us because we 

know what happens next. But in 

our own lives on those bleakest 

of days we donõt know what is 

coming. We just know that in 

the darkness of the moment we 

are in profound need of hope. 

Friday is here . . . but Sunday is 

coming! 

Easter: free at last! Free at last! 

Jesus is resurrected and we all rise 

with him! Jesus conquers the final 

enemy (death) and our fears die 

with him. Freedom from striving, 

from trying to be good enough, from 

living up to others expectations: 

freedom from sin, death and so 

much more. Resurrection Day!  

These eight days tell and retell 

the story of freedom, liberation, and 

new beginnings! Come, walk with 

us, engage with us, and (when 

Sunday comes) Rejoice with us and 

our newly rediscovered freedom!  

Pastor BJõs Prayer Request 
 

Pastor BJ asks that we pray 

with him these last few weeks 

of Lent.  

 

Pray: òLord      

Jesus, I believe 

you are building a 

great Church. I 

believe you have 

called out leaders to build your 

church in this place. Bless Pas-

tor Phillips as she prepares to 

come and lead. Bless our 

Church as you, O Lord, lead us 

in this next phase of our 

growth and development and 

be with Pastor BJ and all 

churches in transition in this 

season. Lord Jesus, we trust 

you and thank you. Amen.ó 

Pastor Phi l l ips  message 

continued from page 1  

Thus, I am coming to you, and am 

looking forward to serving the flock 

of Christ Community UMC. 

Together, we will lift high the Name 

of Jesus Christ! I am confident that 

God will lead us as we seek to get to 

know one another, mutually 

discovering what God has ahead for 

us as pastor and people.  

I am praying for your pastor, Rev. 

Dr. B.J. Norrix, as he, like me, 

prepares to bid farewell to a beloved 

congregation.  Let us all hold each 

other in prayer at this time of 

transition, knowing that God has 

deemed it to be so, and that, òall 

manner of thing shall be well.ó 

(Julian of Norwich, Showing of 

Love). 

Peace and blessings, 

Rev. Adrienne L. Phillips  
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Roadtrip to Mission Central  

Laurel Frega  

PAGE 3 

Dozens of people brought in health kits to help with the disas-

ter in Japan; the Confirmation Class and other volunteers 

helped put them together over two weeks. So on March 25th, 

my little Ford Focus got packed to the rafters with 180 health 

kits and boxes of extra supplies: it was time for a road trip to 

Mission Central in Harrisburg, PA.  

 

Have you ever been to Mission Central? It is probably the larg-

est mission -focused warehouse I have ever seen. There's space 

for a computer ministry, where 9000 computers have been re-

built and sent all over the world. There's a furniture ministry 

for local people who have been displaced from their homes from 

fire or domestic violence. There are pallets of medical supplies 

for Project Cure, and pallets for food ministries all over the country. There were hundreds of 5 -gallon 

buckets with flood kits and boxes of health kits for UMCOR.  

 

I was so proud to bring a pallet of CCUMC's health kits to Mission Central along with a donation for dis-

aster relief in Japan. The donations add up ñI saw with my own eyes the hundreds of thousands of dona-

tions that change lives everyday.  I only wish I had more room in my car so I could have brought more 

people with me to see it! Thanks to everyone who donated items, money and time to make this project 

happen. 

Laurel and Joe Frega in front of the pallet of 180 
health kits.  Laurel is presenting the $461 raised 

by CCUMC to Kathy Briner, Director of Operations 
at Mission Central, Mechanicsburg, PA.  

Food Pantry Crumbs  
By Karen and Laurel Frega  

 

The food pantry is more 

than a place where 

people call to get food 

when their cupboards 

are bare. The food 

pantry is a ministry, an 

outreach to the most 

vulnerable in our 

community.  

 

The families that we meet each week to help 

feed are often at the end of their rope, and we 

meet them with a smile and sometimes even a 

hug. We are there to listen, to encourage, and 

to serve - we are feeding both stomachs and 

souls. 

 

Thank you so much for your support of this 

ministry, we served over a dozen families out 

of our small food pantry last month and there 

are new families coming all the time.  
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News from the Trustees  

Joe Frega 

Volunteers Needed  

Earth Day Clean -up 
at church  

April 23 at 10 am  

Bring your rake and gloves  
and come and enjoy fresh air 

and fellowship!  

The Trustees are asking for your 

help to spruce up the yard and 

grounds for Earth Day this year 

and will be at the church to do just 

that on the Saturday before 

EasterñApril 23rd at 10:00 am. 

Please help if you can, bring a rake, 

and perhaps some gloves as we 

enjoy being outdoors without ear 

muffs and scarves (we hope).  

The Board of Trustees is looking 

for women from our congregation 

who would be interested in serving 

with us as we care for the building 

and assets of the church. Ask 

Pastor BJ, Bill Dibble or Joe Frega 

if this might be for you, all that is 

needed is a desire to serve, no 

experience or specific skills are 

required.  

It has been a rather busy winter 

season, just ask any of our 

numerous volunteers who took on 

the responsibility of shoveling the 

walks this winter. The Trustees 

rotated the weekends, but Monday 

thru Friday was handled by those 

who signed up to help out, thank 

you all very much!  

the building is also being replaced 

as well as removal of the old 

skylights in the rear of the 

sanctuary. An additional vestibule 

area is in the works for the hallway 

near the senior high classroom to 

keep the cold air from blasting 

through the building when the door 

by the kitchen is opened. We are 

v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e 

improvements in energy usage in 

the building, and look forward to 

reaching our goal of reduction of 

energy use by 50% from the levels 

in 2008. Currently we are at about 

a 30% reduction. Everyone can help 

by turning off lights when rooms 

are not in use, or perhaps opening 

the window shades and not using 

the lights on a sunny day. Another 

easy way to help is by not blocking 

the building doors open, or not 

leaving the heat  (or  Ai r 

Conditioning)  turned up when you 

leave, if you turn it up please turn 

it back down.  

The parsonage is scheduled to be 

torn down this summer shortly 

after education celebration on June 

12. Menõs Ministry will be 

dismantling as much as possible 

and donating it to Habitat for 

Humanity before the demolition.  

The winter also took its toll on 

the building, the roof had to be 

shoveled more times than anyone 

remembers in one year, including 

once when we had to call in a 

professional. òCNY Home 

Advantageó did a great job on very 

short notice, sending 8 men onto 

the roof for an entire day to remove 

tons of ice and snow to keep the 

building safe. Thanks are certainly 

in order to our new friends.  

As a result of damage from the 

snow and ice, the rear vestibule is 

being repaired and upgraded, 

please pardon the dust as we move 

along toward better energy 

efficiency. The roof for this area of 

Easter Plants to Beautify the Sanctuary  

Flowers can be dedicated in memory of a loved-
one, or in honor of a special event                

(to be listed in the Easter Bulletin).  

Bring your plant Palm Sunday or anytime  
Holy Week and leave in the prayer chapel.   

Label them if you want to bring them home on 
Easter Sunday. 

Sign-up on the Clipboard in Fellowship Hall, 
or see Heather Claver (382-0143). 
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Menõs Ministry Serves It Up 

Joe Frega 

Menõs Ministry is 

getting in touch with 

their inner chefs and 

serving up lots of smiles 

this spring.   We cooked 

breakfast for Womenõs 

Ministry on April 2 for 

their W.I.S.E. speaker 

series, and will cook even 

more as we serve breakfast on 

April 16 at the Easter Bunny 

Breakfast/Easter Egg Hunt.  

After weõre done with breakfasts, 

we will do what we do best: 

barbeque chicken! Our first chicken 

barbeque of the year is May 7, 

combined again with the May Day 

Carnival.   We will also be serving 

barbeque chicken at the church -

wide picnic on June 11 (we promise 

it wonõt be leftovers!).  It is always 

a pleasure to be 

in service with 

the Menõs 

Ministry, but 

itõs always 

more fun when 

thereõs food 

involved!  

A  s p e c i a l 

thanks to those who helped Erwin 

First UMC during Spring Break by 

driving the bus and chaperoning.  

Menõs Ministry has also adopted 

a station of the Cross this year:  

Station 6, Christ bears his cross. 

If any men are interested in 

helping on April 19th with that 

project, or are interested in being a 

part of Menõs Ministry, email Joe 

Frega  o r  B i l l  D ibb le  a t 
mensministry@christcommunityumc.com . 

 

All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast 
with the Easter Bunny! 

April 16, 9:00 -11:00 am 

Children under 4 are free,  

kids 5-12 are $3 and  

13 and up is $5.  

 

All kids get a free picture with the  

Easter Bunny! 

Then stay for the Easter Egg Hunt 
from 11:00 to Noon! 

Food Coloring Dyed Easter Eggs  

 

You need: 

§ hard boiled egg(s)  

§ vinegar (plain 

white)  

§ small bowls or cups  

§ water  

§ food color drops  

 

Directions:  

Cover the work surface with newspa-

per so the dye doesn't get on the work 

surface. Add 1 tsp of vinegar for every 

1 cup of water to the small bowls or 

cups.  Add drops of food color until 

you're happy with the hue (Add 2 more 

dropséthat tends to make the eggs 

the color you were originally happy 

with).  Gently lower the hard -boiled 

eggs into the cups and let them sit for 

a few minutes. Remove with a table-

spoon and let them dry.   If you wipe 

the eggs with vegetable oil using a  

paper towel or a rag it will make a 

glossier egg. 

 

Deviled Eggs  

(for all those colored eggs)  

Ingredients  

1 dozen eggs 

2 teaspoons dijon mustard  

1/3 cup mayonnaise 

1 Tbsp minced onion or shallot  

1/4 teaspoon tabasco  

Salt and pepper  

Paprika 

 

Using a sharp knife, 

slice each egg in 

half, lengthwise. 

Gently remove the 

yolk halves and place 

in a small mixing 

bowl. Arrange the 

egg white halves on a serving platter. 

Using a fork, mash up the yolks and 

add mustard, mayonnaise, onion, tabas-

co, and a sprinkling of salt and pepper. 

Spoon (or pipe using a frosting piping 

page) egg yolk mixture into the egg 

white halves. Sprinkle with paprika.  

mailto:mensministry@christcommunityumc.com
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On Saturday, April 

16th , the Sunday School 

will be hosting an all -you-

can-eat pancake breakfast 

with the Easter Bunny. 

This event will be from 9 -

11am. Come have your 

picture taken with the Easter 

Bunny and enjoy a hearty breakfast 

prepared by the Menõs Ministry! 

Children under 4 are free, kids 5 -12 

are $3 and 13 and up is $5.  

Following the breakfast weõll 

have our annual Easter Egg Hunt 

at 11:00 am. You do not need to go 

the breakfast to participate in the 

FREE egg hunt. At 11:00 am We 

will start in the sanctuary with 

Pastor BJ reading us the 

Resurrection Story and children 

will be able to follow along with 

their own sticker board that they 

will then be able to take home. 

Thank you to all of you who took 

eggs home to fill ñthey need to be 

returned by Sunday, April 10 th . All 

children, friends and relatives are 

invited to join us for this annual 

event. Weather permitting we will 

search for eggs outside. Paper bags 

are provided for the egg hunt, and 

eggs are pre-filled with candies and 

other Easter treats.  

The Holy Week experience for 

children and all of our church 

families will include a 

Journey Through Holy 

Week Family Devotional 

packet. Each day from 

Palm Sunday through 

Easter there are special 

devotional activities and 

prayers that are centered 

around that day in the life 

of Jesus. These packets will 

be passed out to the children in 

Sunday School and will be available 

to anyone else who wants one on 

Palm Sunday. Each dayõs reading 

and activity will take about 10 -15 

minutes to complete. What a great 

Hello from Christian Education  

Julie Valeski, Director of Christian Education 

way to pray and learn 

together!  I would encourage 

you and your children to 

take advantage of this 

devotional material in 

explaining the events of 

Holy Week into the òjoyó of 

the Resurrected Christ on Easter.    

In anticipation of Holy Week, 

we are already planning all of the 

worship celebrations and activities. 

We will have our annual procession 

around the church (outside if 

weather permits!) for Palm Sunday 

morning services. However, this 

year, we have invited our Sunday 

School classes to make instruments 

to play during the procession! The 

kids and teachers are looking 

forward to this exciting way to join 

in the festivities! We will be 

hosting a Family Seder Dinner on 

Holy Thursday, April 21 st  at 

6:30pm. This is a wonderful way to 

learn together, as a church family, 

about a Seder meal. We are blessed 

to have Pierce Bidlake hosting this 

event. Come and experience what 

the Last Supper might have been 

like. Dinner will be served for a 

nominal fee and please be looking 

for the sign ups so we can plan 

accordingly.  

 We are trying something new 

this year for Good Fridayõs Stations 

of the Cross. We are 

combining a labyrinth set up 

with a multi -sensory style. 

Different ministries in our 

church have òadoptedó one 

station and are interpreting 

them and setting them up! 

Keep in mind that multi -

sensory means just that! 

Participants to be able to see, 

touch, taste, smell and/or hear 

different experiences! This is a 

great way for everyone (including 

children!) to explore the stations in 

a totally new and different way! 

Come with an open mind and an 

open heart.  

Setting up the stations 

òlabyrinthó style means that the 

stations will be open from Noon 

until 10pm on Good Friday. 

Participants will sign up in 

approximately ½ hour time slots to 

walk the stations without being 

rushed. We will be asking for 

guides to sign up for a couple of 

hours at a time during the day and 

evening, so if you are available, 

please let me know!  

 The Confirmation class is 

leading the Sunrise Worship 

Service this year at Greenlawn 

Cemetery in Warners at 6am. 

Please join us for this worship 

service followed by breakfast at 

church.  

There is no regular Sunday 

School on Easter Sunday. We 

encourage you to bring your 

children into service to hear about 

our Lordõs resurrection! There will, 

however, be activities for children 

at both morning services in a one 

room schoolhouse setting. If you 

would be willing to help with these 

activities at either service, please 

see me or a coordinator!  

 As always, thank you to 

everyone for their continued 

support of our ministry. The 

prayers, donations and love have 

been a blessing! I love all of you 

and am truly blessed to be a part of 

this church family!  

Julie & Marsha at the Luau!  



CHRIST COMMUNITY CLOSE-UP VOLUME 9,  ISSUE 2 PAGE 7 
CHRIST COMMUNITY CLOSE-UP VOLUME 9,  ISSUE 2 

2010 - 2011 Childrenõs Ministries Activities 
 

SS Breakfast with the Easter Bunny    

And Easter Egg Hunt     April 16   

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL: EASTER   April  24  

Congregation Appreciation Sunday   May 1 

Rock the Routine      May 15 

Family Skating      May 21 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL     May 29  

SS Worker Appreciation Pig Roast   June 4  

Confirmation & Graduation Sunday   June 5  

Education Celebration     June 12 

Childrenõs Ministry Team  

¶ Julie Valeski: 635-9516, Ju-

lie@ChristCommunityUMC.com 

¶ Susan Rayo: 635-8937 SLRayo@twcny.rr.com 

¶ Marsha Dillon: 487-0923              MJTDil-

lon@verizon.net  

¶ Laurel Frega: 218-7128, LMFrega@gmail.com  

¶ Amy Tyler: 706-5664 

Amy@ChristCommunityUMC.com 


